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EPRI Overview

• The Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. conducts 

research, development and demonstration (RD&D) relating 

to the generation, delivery and use of electricity for the 

benefit of the public. 

• An independent, nonprofit organization, we bring together 

scientists and engineers as well as experts from academia 

and the industry to help address challenges in electricity.
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EPRI WQT Project Receives U.S. Water Prize!

The U.S. Water Prize honors individuals, institutions, 

and organizations that have made an outstanding 

achievement in the advancement of sustainable 

solutions to national water challenges.
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How WQT Works
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EPRI’s Focus in WQT 

• Based on research, EPRI identified opportunities to 
improve the implementation of WQT.

• A pilot project provides a platform to test approaches, 
engage stakeholders, and advance theoretical debates.

“Can WQT be a socially, ecologically, and economically 
viable?”

Ecologically

Socially

Economically?
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Ohio River Basin

Pilot Trades (2013-2016)

60+ farmer contracts 

150,000+ pounds TN & TP

KY, IN, OH
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ORSANCO Resolution – June 2011
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NARUC Adopts Resolution for EPRI WQT

RESOLVED, The Board of Directors of the National 

Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioner, convened 

at its 2013 Summer Committee Meetings in Denver, 

Colorado commends EPRI for working to develop best 

practices in water quality trading, and encourages state 

governments to consider similar programs in other states, 

given the importance of water quality to the nation.
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Project Letters
 USEPA

 USDA

EPA R4

 EPA R5

 SWCDs

 State Conservationists

 Others
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Project Collaborators & Advisory Groups

Organizations:
Electric Power Research Institute

American Farmland Trust

Ohio Farm Bureau Federation

ORSANCO

Tennessee Valley Authority

American Electric Power

Hoosier Energy

Duke Energy

Troutman & Sanders

UC Santa Barbara

States:
Ohio

 Indiana

Kentucky

Agencies:
USEPA

USDA

External Advisory Groups:
Electric Power Industry

Environmental Groups

Municipal  Wastewater Treatment Plants

Agriculture
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Advisory Committees

• WWTP

• Agriculture

• States

• Power Plants

• Environmental Groups
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OH, IN, and KY Sign Trading Plan!

August 9th, 2012 in Cincinnati Ohio

June 22, 2012: A nutrient pollution article in The Economist mentions EPRI's Water 

Quality Trading Program. 

http://www.economist.com/node/21557365?fsrc=rss|ust
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Our Farmers

Wall Street Journal (2/20/2014)

Check out our U-Tube Video that 

summarize the Project!  

http://wqt.epri.com

http://wqt.epri.com/pdf/water-quality-in-the-news/WallStreet_Journal_Mentions_EPRI_WQT_2-20-14.pdf
http://wqt.epri.com/
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Example Project

Before 

Runoff, erosion, 

sedimentation.

After

‘Heavy Use Protection Area’

No erosion, no sedimentation, 

easier manure management, 

proud farmer.
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Watershed Model: WARMF
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First Journal paper on Credit Calculation Methods.  

Published June 2014
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SWCD Installation Report

Before After



20© 2014 Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. All rights reserved.

Verification Report – State Ag Agency
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Credit Certification Report – State Permit 

Authority
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Credit Reserve / Assurance 

• 10% credits move to Reserve Pool

• 10% retired by EPRI

• 80% of credits can be transacted, if verified & certified.
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Credit Trading Registry On-Line
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Credit Purchase Receipt
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March 11, 2014: First Transactions
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Purchase of Stewardship Credits

9,000 credits purchased and retired
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Media Coverage

Media Advisory and Press Release 

Coordinated with State and Federal Offices 

and Agricultural Community

http://www.environmental-finance.com/
http://www.environmental-finance.com/
http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/default.asp
http://www.insideindianabusiness.com/default.asp
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First Public Credit Auction

• 10am to 3pm May 20th (New Date)

• New York City, New York Times Building

• Accepting up to 40 bidders
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Why buy credits?

• Sustainability:

– Document and register offsets for supply chain impacts 

– Achieve sustainability goals and commitments 

– Tell compelling stories about corporate sustainability efforts 

• Compliance:

– Meet Supplemental Environmental Project obligations

– Consideration for flexible permit compliance schedules

• Social:

– Gain experience in the only interstate WQT program 

– Network with like-minded leaders 

– Support local farmers & agriculture
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Sustainability and WQ Credits

Our water quality credits fit into a sustainability strategy.
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The Bottom line on Sustainability

• Risk & Money!!

– Good corporate reputation lowers risk of 

shareholder resolutions and stakeholder 

complaints/protests.

– Protect the underlying natural assets 

that your businesses rely upon.

– People want to work with and buy 

products from “green” organizations.

– Socially responsible companies retain 

and attract the best employees.

Sustainable companies are financially outperforming 

their counterparts, experiencing lower corporate risk, 

and creating new business opportunities.



32© 2014 Electric Power Research Institute, Inc. All rights reserved.

Eligibility to Participate in Auction

• Duly organized, validly existing and in good standing

• Individuals with written approval from EPRI.

• Minimum purchase commitments

– $10,000 for publically traded companies, 

– $2,500 for individuals, non-profits, and municipalities. 

As a condition of sale, EPRI will be restricting use of these 

credits to immediate “retirement” in order to promote 

broader societal benefits. 
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Thoughts of a Leader . . . .
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Contacts & Questions

WATCH VIDEOS:

1. Project Overview

2. Registry/auction

Jessica Fox

Technical Executive

650-855-2138

jfox@epri.com

http://wqt.epri.com

https://www.youtube.com/embed/woqkP9c0Dlg?rel=0&wmode=transparent
http://media.epri.com/public/wqt/Registry Video.mp4
mailto:jfox@epri.com

